
 
Success. Confidence. Future 

 
737 West Guadalupe Road, Suite 100 | Mesa, Arizona 85210 | 480-259-7788 

3618 E. Pima St.| Tucson, Arizona 85716 | 520-288-6537 
 

Parent Q & A 
Answers from Pathways Director, Debra Delabio 

 

    What makes Pathways unique from other school options? Public Schools, Charter Schools, etc. 

• Pathways is a state approved private day school. We are private and as such we are tuition 
based. We do not get any funding from state or federal government. As a state approved 
school, we have demonstrated that we employ highly qualified certified teachers in the areas of 
disability which we serve. For example, if we have a student with a specific learning disability, 
we must employ a teacher qualified to teach such a student. It also requires us to demonstrate 
curriculum that meets the state standards. Pathways follows the 180-day rule, requires teacher 
certification, employs licensed therapists, and sets high academic and behavior standards in a 
supportive way for all of our students.  

  What if my child has an existing IEP or 504? 

• If a student is placed by a school district (school district pays the tuition), a meeting 
typically occurs immediately to review/revise the IEP. Sometimes this means the IEP or 504 
stay the same but most often it is changed to meet the unique needs of the student. For 
privately placed students (parents pay or scholarship, including ESA) we review the current 
IEP or 504 and after a brief period we make appropriate changes as a team if necessary. 
Sometimes the IEP and 504 are very well written and do not require changes. By nature of 
parents seeking an alternative, this is not usually the case. Many times the services are 
increased and more appropriate goals are added. 

Why does a school that does not do inclusion benefit the child? 

• I am not a proponent of inclusion for inclusion sake. I am more interested in meeting the 
specific needs of individual children. Some people view inclusion or lack of inclusion as a 
rights violation. In my view, there are times when this is true but it is more of a rights 
violation to not meet the child's unique needs. The difference in a private day school VS a 
self-contained classroom on a campus is that in a school such as Pathways, everyone is 
included. I have a cross categorical program which means that some children have more 
needs than others. This provides for a nice blend of strengths and weaknesses. It gives 
children a chance to be and have a role model as well as develop a compassionate and 
inclusive mind set. There are schools that are for specific populations such as an Autism 
only school, this is not our model. Our families have different goals and we strive to help 
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achieve those goals. For some children a small school is the best environment long term. For 
others it is a short term need for remediation of the gap between cognitive ability and 
achievement (IQ which gives an expected achievement level that has not been realized). 
These students require an intensive academic intervention and can often return to a larger 
school environment. Other students, for example a student with a TBI, may do better in a 
small setting long term. Parents often are fighting for inclusion because they want the child 
whom they love, to reach their greatest potential. This is always well intended but 
sometimes not on mark for the child. Children want to be included but they are less attached 
to what that looks like and more concerned with what that feels like. A child who comes to a 
small setting and for the first time ever has a friend, inclusion has been achieved! The same 
is true for the child in 6th grade who reads at a second grade level. Even in a mainstream 
school that child can feel very alone. BUT once the reading takes off that child feels good 
about what he/she has accomplished and that makes the spirit soar! A small private setting is 
not for everyone and that is okay. I am also not about keeping students forever. I am about 
helping the best I can while I have them in my school. For some that is a year for others it's 
longer. We serve the family not just the child. Sometimes we have to help parents 
understand a more realist goals for their children but in large part we work with families to 
achieve the goals they set. If inclusion in a large school is a goal, then we discuss what it 
would take to reach that goal.  

What would a typical day look like for a Pathways student? 

• Most students have 90 minutes of literacy instruction, 30-50 minutes of math instruction 
depending on the age and need, speech and OT are designated based on the IEP. We teach 
social skills, social studies, science, art, and PE. Schedules may vary based on the amount of 
therapeutic intervention.  

What are the student to teacher ratios? 

• The overall ratio is 1:5 but for many academic subjects the specialized instruction is 
delivered in very small groups of 1:3 and sometimes 1:1.  The student’s needs determines 
the grouping. 

What are the funding options for Pathways? 

• There are several links to STO scholarship opportunities on the website under enrollment. 
We have had a great deal of success with TOPS for Kids, Arizona Community Foundation, 
and AAA. AAA requires an application fee but they fund for 3 years. The disabled displaced 
scholarship has similar requirements as ESA and as such receiving a Disabled Displaced 
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scholarship keeps you eligible for ESA in the following year without needing to do the 100 
days in a public school. There are several STOs and you may apply to all of them.  

• Pathways has several generous donors who recommend our students each year. My husband 
and I always donate the max and recommend Pathways under the school fund. Anyone who 
pays AZ State taxes can make a donation through a Student Tuition Organization (STO) and 
receive tax credit. This is a way to direct your tax dollars into education of special education 
students. These are a few that we are closely affiliated with.  

o https://www.topsforkids.com/ 
o http://www.aaascholarships.org/ 
o https://www.azfoundation.org/ 
o https://apesf.org/ 

What is ESA? 

      Empowerment Scholarship Accounts allow parents to make a different education choice for their 
child. This is a law and if a student meets the criteria they are not denied funding.  

http://www.azed.gov/esa/ 

In order for a student to be eligible for the Empowerment Scholarship Account (ESA) Program for 
the 2016-2017 school year, he or she MUST: 

• Be enrolled in an Arizona public or charter school for the first 100 days of the 2015-2016 school 
year 

OR 
• Be eligible for Kindergarten for the 2016-2017 school year (5 years old on or before September 1, 

2016) 
OR 

• Be eligible for Preschool for the 2016-2017 school year (3 or 4 years old on or before September 1, 
2016)—Special Needs Students ONLY 

OR 
• Have received a scholarship through a School Tuition Organization (STO) scholarship for 

Displaced/Disabled (DD) students 
AND 

• Reside in the state of Arizona (applicant parent too) 
AND 
Must qualify under ONE of the following: 

• Student with a disability (must have a current IEP, MET or 504 Plan from an Arizona public or 
charter school that is not expiring on or before July 15, 2016 

OR 

https://www.topsforkids.com/
http://www.aaascholarships.org/
https://www.azfoundation.org/
https://apesf.org/
http://www.azed.gov/esa/
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• Student who is attending a D or F school for the 2015-2016 school year 
OR 

• Student who has an active duty military parent serving in the armed forces OR parent was killed 
while serving active duty 

OR 
• Student who was a ward of the court and has been adopted OR student who is a ward of the court 

and the plan is to adopt 
OR 

• Student who has a sibling that is receiving an ESA for the 2015-2016 school year 
OR 

• Student who resides within the boundaries of an Indian reservation 

Does Pathways offer a summer program? 

• Yes, Pathways does offer summer school. In Tucson, we will offer a 4-week program for the 
summer of 2017. Summer is a shortened day and week operating M-Th from 8:30-12:30.  

How do you meet the variety of different needs of children enrolled at Pathways? 

• We meet the individual needs of students by keeping our ratio low, employing highly 
qualified teacher with a passion for helping our students achieve their highest potential, and 
by careful data collection that directs instruction and program modifications. Our teachers 
are trained to modify instruction and provide different activities and practice for various 
learning profiles. The structure of our day and low ratio allows us to individualized 
instruction and meet the needs of every student.  

What are the benefits to being a 501 c 3? 

• Being a 501 c 3 is an IRS distinction. We are established through the Arizona Corporation 
Commission as a Non-Profit Organization and we have demonstrated our intention and 
financial commitment as a non-profit entity which the IRS has reviewed and granted us the 
501 c 3 status. This means that we are an information only tax reporter and we do not pay 
federal taxes. We are permitted to receive donations tax free and in turn offer tax benefits to 
donners to offset tax liability.  

What are the qualifications of your staff? 

• Every lead teacher has a degree in education or related field (psychology, behavior sciences 
etc.) and is certified through the AZ Department of Education for one or more categories of 
special education. Most teachers hold a Master’s Degree in Education and most are certified 
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Cross Categorical meaning they have the training and expertise to serve a variety of 
students. Several teachers hold Montessori Certification in addition to AZ Teaching 
Certificate. In addition, Pathways ensures that our staff is trained in the specialized 
curriculum that we offer to ensure fidelity of the program and appropriate implementation.  

 How big will Pathways become?   How many students will you have? 

• Our model is one of a small school. While our potential is limitless, we will maintain the 
commitment to open small schools. In my 20 years of experience, I have come to see the 
need for not only small class sizes but for small schools. Many students will do well on a 
large campus with a smaller class size, but many will not. Our mission and model is to meet 
the needs of students who require a very individualized approach. Each campus will serve 
approximately 30 students.   

 

 


